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Session of 2024

SENATE BILL No. 544

By Committee on Assessment and Taxation

3-12

AN ACT concerning postsecondary education; relating to scholarship

Proposed Amendments for SB 544
Senate Committee on Education
March 21, 2024
Eligibility & Scholarship Name
Office of Revisor of Statutes

programs; establishing the Kansas academic—excellence“scholarship
program to replace the Kansas ethnic minority scholarship program;
amending K.S.A. 74-3284, 74-3285, 74-3286, 74-3287, 74-3288 and
74-3289 and repealing the existing sections.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:
Section 1. K.S.A. 74-3284 is hereby amended to read as follows: 74-
3284. (a) K.S.A. 74-3284 through 74-3289, and amendments thereto, shall

ieducation opportunity

be known and may be cited as the Kansas aecademic—excellence Ieducatlon opportunltyl

scholarship program act.
(b) Asused in this act:

@)1 ) "Kansas—ethnie—minority academic—excellence-“scholarship
program" means a program under whlch the state—rﬂ—respeﬁse—te—greﬁﬁﬂg

pr0V1des ﬁnan01a1 ass1stance through the award of Kansas—et-hme—merrt—v

leducation opportunity |

academic-excellence scholarshlps to Kansas-ethnte-minerity scholars/who
have demonstrated-academic-excellence.

Ieducation opportunity |

®)(2) "Kansas—ethnie—minority academic—excellence scholarship"
means a financial award made by this state under this act to a Kansas

academically-talented’scholar. \

ieducation opportunity |
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ethnie-minority
©)(3) \ "Kansas-ethnte-minority a@ad@m-;@a&é#ta-l@n&@eLscholar means

a person who:
He4) s aresident of Kansas;

2ris-amemberof-an-cthnie-minerity group:

—32— 3)¢(B) has been accepted for admission to or is enrolled full time in
an educational program at an eligible institution;
“c) has estabhshed ﬁnanc1al need and

Ieducation opportunity |
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educational —ability,—or who has previously so qualified and remains
qualified for the renewal of a Kansas-ethnie-minority academic-excellence

scholarship on the basis of maintaining full-time enrollment in an
educational program at an eligible institution, remaining in good standing;
and making satisfactory progress toward completion of the requirements
for the award of a degree or certificate of completion.

€e|)(4) "Ellglble 1nst1tut10n" means—&n—rnst-tt—uﬁeﬂ—e—ﬁpesfseeeﬂd-aﬂi—

&meﬁéed a state educatlonal mstttutlon as def ned in K S. A 76 711, and
amendments thereto, Washburn university or an accredited independent
institution, as def ned in K. S A. 72- 3222 and amendments thereto

§(5) "Financial need" means the difference between the available
financial resources of a Kansas—ethnte—minerity -academically—talented
scholar and the scholar's total anticipated expenses to attend an eligible
institution. A scholar's financial resources shall be determined on the basis
of criteria provided under the federal methodology of need analysis.

Fi il L chatlhed od I

(a) cither is a first generation student or has a parent who is employed in Kansas as
a teacher or paraprofessional for any of the grades pre-K through 12; or

(B)

education opportunity

do(6) /"Semester" means one of two principal terms when there are
only two principal terms in the academic year of an eligible institution
whether or not there are other shorter terms during the same academic year
of the eligible educational institution.

@(7) "Term" means one of two or more substantially equivalent
divisions of the academic year of an eligible institution.

Gm(8) "Program period" means the duration of the period of time, or
any division thereof, required for completion of a vocational or technical

"First generation student" means an individual whose parent or guardian has not
completed a baccalaureate degree.

(7

redesignate subelements accordingly
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by striking "academic excellence" and inserting
"education opportunity",; and by striking "academically

education program-whiehtsgivenin at an eligible institution.
" n 3 3

Sec. 2. K.S.A. 74-3285 is hereby amended to read as follows: 74-
3285. (a) In each academic year, to the extent that appropriations are
available for the Kansas-ethnie-minotity academic-excellence scholarship
program and in accordance with the provisions of this act, the state board
of regents may select for designation as a Kansas—ethnie—minority—
academicallytalented- scholar and for the award of a Kansas—ethnie-
minority academic-excellence scholarship any person who is qualified for
such designation and award-and. The state board of regents shall renew the
scholarship of each Kansas-ethnie-minerity academically-talented scholar
who remains qualified for a scholarship.

(b) In selecting persons for designation as Kansas—ethnte—minority-
academically—talented- scholars, the state board of regents shall provide,

insofar as possible and on the basis of a formulated procedure, for
equitable apportionment of Kansas—ethnte—minority academic—excellence-
scholarships-ameng-theethnie-mineritygreups. The procedure formulated
by the board of regents shall take into account:—1) the differences among
applicants in level of financial need and availability of financial resources
o) that scholarshlps are targeted to those appllcants havmg the greatest

t-hefeeH%e—eemp}ete—h-rgh—sehee} Fmanczal need shall be determlned

annually.

(¢) An applicant who fails to be awarded a Kansas—ethnie-minority
academic—excellence-scholarship shall not be disqualified from applying
therefor in a later academic year so long as all requirements for eligibility
to apply for such award are met.

(d) The award or renewal of a Kansas—ethnte—minority academic-
excellence scholarship shall be on an annual basis and shall be effective for
one academic year unless otherwise terminated.

Sec. 3. K.S.A. 74-3286 is hereby amended to read as follows: 74-
3286. (a) A Kansas-ethnie-minority academic-excellence scholarship shall
provide for payment to a Kansas—ethnte—minority academically—talented
scholar of an amount in each academic year not to exceed an amount equal
to 75% of the average amount of the total tuition and required fees of full-

time, in-state students. A Kansas—ethnie—minerity academically—talented-
scholar may receive a Kansas—ethnie—minority academic—excellence-

talented" and inserting "education opportunity” on

pages 3 through 6
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scholarship for not more than eight semesters of undergraduate study or
the equivalent thereof, except that a Kansas-ethniesminerityacademically
talented- scholar may receive a Kansas—ethnie—minority academic-
exeellence scholarship for not more than an additional two semesters of
study or the equivalent thereof when the requirements of the program in
which the scholar is enrolled include the completion of a fifth year of
study. The state board of regents shall determine the equivalent of a
semester when any program period or all or part of the terms for which a

Kansas-ethnte-minerity academically-talented-scholar is awarded a Kansas
ethnie-minotity academic-excellence scholarship are not semesters.

b A Kansas—et-hme—nﬂﬂeﬁt-y academically—talented- scholar who is
also eligible to receive a Kansas comprehensive grant or a state
scholarship may be awarded such grant or scholarship, or both, in addition
to a Kansas-ethnte-minority academic-excellence scholarship. In no event
shall the amount awarded to a Kansas—ethnie—minerity academically-
talented scholar under a Kansas—ethnte—minerity academic—excellence
scholarship or the total of any amounts awarded thereunder and under a
state scholarship or a Kansas comprehensive grant, or both, exceed an
amount equal to the amount of the scholar's financial need for the period.

Sec. 4. K.S.A. 74-3287 is hereby amended to read as follows: 74-
3287. The state board of regents shall adopt rules and regulations for
administration of-the-provistons-of this act and shall:

(a) Publicize the Kansas—ethnte—minority academic—excellence-

scholarship program and the manner and method of qualifying for
designation as a Kansas-ethnie-minerity academically-talented scholar and
for the award of a Kansas—ethnte—minority academic—excellence
scholarship;

(b) provide application forms;

(c) determine residence, as provided by law, of applicants for Kansas
et-hﬂ-te—m-meﬂ&y aeademee%e@ll@ne@ scholarshlps

(d)

efhme—mtﬂeﬂfy—gfeﬂps—
fe)—determine eligibility of applicants for Kansas—ethnte—minerity-
academic-excellence scholarships;

tH(e) determine the evidence deemed necessary to be submitted as
proof of educational ability;

() designate Kansas—ethnie—minerity academically—talented-
scholars;

@r(g) notify each person who qualifies for designation as a Kansas

ethnie—minority academically—talented scholar and for the award of a
Kansas—ethnie-minority academic—excellence scholarship or who remains

qualified as a Kansas-ethnte-minerity academicalltalented scholar for the
renewal of a Kansas-ethnie-minerity academic-excellence scholarship;
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©(h) approve and award or renew Kansas-ethnie-minerity academic-
exeellence scholarships;

(i) determine the equivalent of a semester for the purpose of
awarding Kansas-ethnte-minerity academic-excellence scholarships for any
program period or term that is not a semester;

d9() define-falltime full-time enrollment;

@B(k) provide for apportionment of Kansas-ethnie-minerity academic-
excellence- scholarships if appropriations therefor are insufficient for
payment in full to all Kansas—ethnie—minerity academicallytalented-
scholars;

Gm)(l) request any eligible institution to furnish any information
relating to and necessary for administration of this act;

@) (m) determine the average amount of tuition and fees required of
full-time, in-state students for enrollment at the state educational
institutions; and

te)(n) ecvaluate the Kansas—ethnte—minerity academic—excellence
scholarship program annually, and make a report thereon to the governor
and legislature.

Sec. 5. K.S.A. 74-3288 is hereby amended to read as follows: 74-
3288. In accordance with the rules and regulations of the state board of
regents, each-persen individual who desires to be designated as a Kansas

ethnie—minority academically—talented scholar and to receive a Kansas
ethnie-minotity academic-excellence scholarship shall:

(a) Complete and file an application for a Kansas—ethate—minority-
academic-excellence scholarship;

(b) submit the evidence required as proof of educational ability; and

(¢) report promptly any information requested relating to
administration of this act.

Sec. 6. K.S.A. 74-3289 is hereby amended to read as follows: 74-
3289. (a) Kansas-ethnte-minority academic-excellence scholarships may be
paid annually for two semesters or the equivalent thereof, and may be
allocated equally between the semesters or the equivalent of semesters, or
otherwise, as determined by the state board of regents. Kansas—ethnie-
minority academic-excellence scholarships shall be paid at a time or times
to be determined by the state board of regents upon certification by an
eligible institution that a Kansas—ethnte—minority academically—talented
scholar is enrolled full time in an educational program. Payments of
Kansas—ethnte—minerity academic—excellence-scholarships shall be made
upon vouchers approved by the administrative officer of the state board of
regents designated by the state board and upon warrants of the director of
accounts and reports. Payments of Kansas—ethnie—minerity academic-
excellence scholarships may be made by the issuance of a single warrant to
each eligible institution—at—whiech where a Kansas—ethnte—minority—
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academicallytalented scholar is enrolled for the total amount of Kansas
ethnie—minerity -academic—excellence- scholarships for all Kansas—ethnie-
minority academically—talented- scholars enrolled at that institution. The
director of accounts and reports shall cause such warrant to be delivered to
the eligible institution—at—whieh where such scholar or scholars are
enrolled. Upon receipt of such warrant, the eligible institution shall credit
immediately the account of each Kansas—ethnie—minerity academically-
talented scholar enrolled at that institution by an amount specified by the
board of regents for each such scholar.

(b) If a Kansas—ethnie—minority academically—talented- scholar
discontinues attendance before the end of any semester or equivalent
thereof, after an eligible institution has received payment under this
section, the eligible institution shall pay to the state:

(1) The entire amount—whieh that such scholar would otherwise
qualify to have refunded not to exceed the amount of the payment made
under a Kansas—ethnie—minority academic—excellence-scholarship for the
semester or equivalent thereof; or

(2) if a Kansas—ethnie—minerity academicall—talented- scholar has
received payments under any federal program of student assistance in the
semester, the state's pro rata share of the entire amount—whiek that such
scholar would otherwise qualify to have refunded; not to exceed the
amount of the payment made under a Kansas-ethiie-minority academic-
excellence scholarship for the semester or equivalent thereof.

(¢) All amounts paid to the state by an eligible institution under
subsection (b) shall be deposited in the state treasury and credited to the
Kansas—ethnie—minerity academic—excellence- scholarship discontinued
attendance fund;—whieh. The Kansas academic—excellence scholarship
discontinued attendance fund is hereby created. All expenditures from the
Kansas—ethnte—minority academic—excellence- scholarship discontinued
attendance fund shall be for Kansas-ethnie-minerity academic-excellence-
scholarships.

Sec. 7. K.S.A. 74-3284, 74-3285, 74-3286, 74-3287, 74-3288 and 74-
3289 are hereby repealed.

Sec. 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its
publication in the Kansas register.





