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January 3, 2024
Madam Chair and Special Education Task Force Members,

My name is Allison Anderson-Harder, Superintendent for Emporia Public
Schools, USD #253. Prior to this position I was a school psychologist,
early childhood coordinator, principal, and director of special services so I
have had experience with special education from a variety of professional
perspectives.

Special education has a history of receiving what has been left over from
what general education has used, whether those are materials, academic
resources, and other items. There were years that we had difficulty finding
resources to teach our students in special education because the resources
previously used were adopted for instruction for students receiving general
education Tier I1I services. At that time we were fortunate to have highly
qualified special education teachers so they had the experience and skill set
to use evidence based practices to provide quality instruction. We are
currently in a situation where we have long-term subs, teachers who are on
waivers, etc., in addition to the need to contract special services for speech
language, occupational therapy, and others.

As a district we are proud to share that we improved classrooms for our
students with the greatest needs through our bond construction. Every
year, however, our special education cooperative member districts advocate
to have their assessments lowered because of the amount of money they
have to make available in their budgets. As the sponsoring district of the
Flint Hills Special Education Cooperative, Emporia picks up additional
costs, such as tuition reimbursement for a special education teacher who
provides services in another district.

Please demonstrate your value of ALL of our students in the state of
Kansas by fully funding special education. Students with special services
receive what they need and all students have their needs met because of the
increased availability in school district budgets.

Sincerely,




