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“TECHONOMICS": CITY + STATE

Tech’s economic impact on our MSA and each of our states continues to 

grow. What is driving that growth?



RSM ANALYSIS 
KEY FINDINGS

Tech jobs have grown 16% in the Kansas City MSA since the pandemic.  

Tech’s share of KC’s labor market is 18% greater than the national average.  

A.I. and machine learning projects have accounted for 14% of tech investments 

nationwide, but have accounted for 31% of investments in the Kansas City MSA. 

The cybersecurity labor market in the Kansas City MSA has grown 85% in the years 

since the pandemic. 
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ECONOMIC IMPACT

Percentage of the economy in the 

measured region directly 

attributed to the tech industry.
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5,223  
TECH BUSINESS 
ESTABLISHMENTS 
IN KC REGION



THE STATE OF OUR STATES
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THE STATE OF OUR STATES
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THE STATE OF OUR STATES
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12th in 
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THE STATE OF OUR STATES
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How much are tech careers paying compared to other industries, and 

national figures? What do our job openings tell us about KC’s tech 

industry?

THE TALENT & WAGE LANDSCAPE
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KC vs. U.S. median wage for the 

top five open tech jobs in the 

Kansas City MSA

ANALYSIS FROM TECH CHECKPOINT



LOCAL VS. NATIONAL 
SALARY AVERAGES
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Averages for the top, middle and 

bottom tier of tech wages in the 

U.S., KC and each of our states



OUR TALENT PIPELINE

Tech jobs, though available in fewer numbers than the year prior, were still 

plentiful throughout 2023. Who will fill the pipeline?
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KC vs. U.S. median wage for the 

top five open tech jobs in the 

Kansas City MSA

8,818 total CS graduates 17,000 open tech jobs

WHO’S GRADUATING WITH COMPUTER 
SCIENCE DEGREES ACROSS THE REGION?



How does Kansas City benchmark with other tech hubs across the United 

States? Is tech more important here than it is elsewhere?

KC VS EVERYBODY



COST OF LIVING ADJUSTED 
TECH WAGES
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Cost of living index (smaller # 

indicates lower COL) x median tech 

salary in each plotted city. 



KC VS. SELECT MARKETS
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Critical figures are the 

percentages, which indicate 

tech’s proportion of the 

economy or workforce in each 

city.



TECH IS A BIGGER DEAL TO KC’S 
ECONOMY AND WORKFORCE THAN IT 
IS IN…
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CITY TECH % of GDP % TECH WORKERS

Kansas City 9.0% 6.9%

Charlotte 7.2% 6.5%

Chicago 6.9% 5.2%

Houston 3.4% 4.4%

Indianapolis 6.0% 4.9%

Nashville 6.4% 5.2%

St. Louis 7.4% 5.6%



REGIONS WITH THE GREATEST 
MOMENTUM IN TECH WORKFORCE
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The Wall Street Journal 

published analysis from Burning 

Glass, Lightcast & the U.S. 

Census Community Survey to 

determine the large United 

States MSAs with the most 

momentum in growth of their 

highly-skilled tech industry.  

Kansas City ranks #6, alongside 

and ahead of some of the most 

recognizable tech hubs in the 

country. 

1 Seattle-Tacoma-Bellvue, WA

2 San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA

3 San Francisco-Oakland-Berkely, CA

4 Austin-Round Rock-Georgetown, TX

5 Pittsburgh, PA

6 Kansas City, MO/KS

7 Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA/NH

8 Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim

9 New York-Newark-Jersey City, NY/NJ

10 Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Pompano Beach, FL


